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Report to Edaund L. Menshaw, Jr., Rouse of Representatives:
Clerk cf the House; by Blmer D. Staats, Comptrcller General.

Issue Area: Intergovernmental Relations and Re'.3nue Sharing
(400).

Contact: General Covernsent riv.
Budget Function: General Government: Legislative Functions

(801).
Congressional Relevance: House Committee on Douse

administration; douse of Representatives: Clerk of the
gouse; House of Representatives: Finance Office. Edaund L.

oenshaw, Jr.

The Clerk, as principal fiscal officer of the House of
Representatives, disburses funds appropriated for all expenses
of the souse except salaries and initial mileage of Bmbebrs,
Delegates, and the Resident Commiassioner. The records of the
Finance Office of the House of Representatives were examined to
verify the financial accountability of the Clerk of the Hcuse at
June 30, 1976. The examination included revieding Federal laws
relating to payments of salaries and other expenses of the
House, testing financial transactions, reviewung selected
payrolls and vouchers, and such other auditing procedures as
were appropriate. Findings/Conclusions: At June 30, 1976, the
Clerk was accountable for unexpended funds cf S48,120,596.12.
about half of the Clerk's disbursements are for salaries of

emRbers' employees and of house officers and employees. Payroll
changes are recorded through online computer terminals in the
Finance Office. House resolutions authorize and limit the
er.onses of special and select commesittees. ApproFriations for
miscellaneous items of the gouse are available for necessary
expenses not specifically provided for in other apprcpriations.
?he financial statements, which were prepared on a basis
consistent with that of the preceding year and in accordance
with approved accountinq practices, present fairly the
accountability of the Clt.:k of the House for appropriated and
other funds at June 30, 1976, and the status of individual
appropriations and other funds at that time. (SC)
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rhe 3onocaal. dmund L. Henshaw, Jr.
Clork of the House of Representatives

Dear Mc. Henshaw:

Zn response to your June 14, 1976, request, we have
examined the records of the Finance Office, House of Repre-
sentatives, to vecify the financial accountability of the
Cleck of the House at June 30, 1976.

ACCOUONTABILTY FOR APPROPRUATIONS
AND OTSZR FUNDQs

The Clerk, as principal fiscal oCffcer of the House,
disburses funds appropriated Lot all *xpenses of the Souse,
except salaries and initial mileage of Xembers, Delegates,
and the Resident Commissioner. SThes are disbursed zy the
Sergeant at Arms.

At June 30, 1976, the Cleric was accountaole for un-
expended funds of s48,120,596.12. Schedule 1--a stacoszen:
of accountability for appropriations and other funds foe t.e
fiscal year ended June 30, 1976--is summarized as folJows:

Unexpended balance, July 1, 1971 $ 16,87-,9! .130
Appropriations and receipts 280 66 4S67.74

Total funds available 297,454,362.84

Kxpenditures and transfers 249,333,766.72

Unexpended b]lance, June 30, 1M76 S 48,120,396.12

Schedule 2 shows (1) the total amounts available, (2)
the net disbursements, (3) the transfers during fiscal year
1976, and (4) the unexpended balance at June 30, 1976, for
each appropriation and fund.

Disourseoents for sa:.aries

About half of the Cldrk's disbursements are for sal-
arics of xemoers' employees (clerk hire) and of House off'-
cars and employees. Payrolls are roepared on the basis of
appoint ents by committee chairmen and oy officers and Ae.-
oars. Time and attendance is not repoc:ed to thea '?ance
Office thoe Finance Office continues to pay a salary until
it receives a termination notice fCom the appointinq o!ficec.
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The Finance Of fco rccocds payroll cnangs--:ppo:,--n:j,
ecasiniatons, pay ad3uS:o:nts, and Lnc:eased or :ec:isaqd de-

ductiona requested by ;mploye*s--tncougn onlfin, comu:"t¢ :oc-
Uinals in theo inance Offieo.

full comittte chairmen certify payrolls f'oc ixv*st4q.-
tiLv staffs of special and Xselct committee. . ffL:ers o;
the Souse crtiLfy psycolla foc thoir employees. Payolls foc
employees of Xemoers and standing committees are not cectified
but aoe pprcoved oy tho Clrock on theo basis of apotL:s:tr.nC.
The Ct.eLcan, Comittee on Souse AduLniatrcaton. 3tprovo e pay-
colls for salories cniaged against the Conting*:- ?and of :no

ouse .

xpenses of special and seolct committees

House resolutions authorize and liait the x*tnses of
special and select conittees. n authorization to LAncr ex-
penses covers one session of tne Conqreos, unless otnecrwis
pcovided LA the authocrizig resolution. sowevor, =e !,uds
for these expenses art paid from the ppcopriLation Sp)pl:caoa
to the fiscal yeac in wnich they are incurred.

Schedule 3 is a stArct:nt of authocriZtion an.d dsJ:urJ4-
ments for specital and seoloct committees of the 94t Congress
tron January 3, 1975. :o June 30, 1976. During tihs poe::d,
authorizations amounted to 356,206,680.97 and disbursements
amounted to S26,447,336.77, of which 520,267,125.0L was d4L-
bursed during fiscal yiar 1976.

Ninety-thicd Congress disbursementc during fiscal ·yr,
1976 for special and select committees totaling 564,740.13 do
not appear on schedule 3.

miscellaneous items

Appropriations for miscellaneous items of ,no souse are
availaole for necessary expenses not specifically provided
for Ln other appropriations.

Schedules 4 and S--ppropciations and disbursewnts for
miscllaneous item foc flscal years 1975 and 1976, rcspec-
tively--aco sumarized below.
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Appcopc Lia Lont
Ansnual AppCoocLaCtoRn yi3.467,20O.0.0 124.1t.:0.40
TranLtecced tfc Colon-

tLngent uxpenses--
ceLepsone i tele"rapO SO0,00000

Tranatecced to otmec sp-
propCi LOfn t

Goernment contc -
atuLonsl puruanef
tot

PIbLC Law 93-371 -545,000.00 -
Puoie taw 94-59 - -1,260,O00.00

Bouse LIadersaip of-
CLceu, pursuant to
PUoiLc aiv 93-245
N. ResJ . 3. 42) -0.32.32 -

#ouse Scationecy Re-
voLtLnq fund, puc-

ianft to PuoLic
Law 92-114 ti. Ros.
-45) -1.097,500.00 -

Postage stacips L174,
pursuant to otblic
Law 92-184 (l. Aes.
457) -104,935.00 -

Poutage istamps, 173.
pursuant to PuoL¢c
Law 92-184 (N. Res.
457) -104o935.00 -

Amount vaOLtSlol 121 04,437.48 23,.459.2.00.

Funds disbucsedt
Fiscal year 1975 20,257,915.12 -
Fiscal yer 1975 1, 839,499.33 17.53,492.9.4

Total 12.097.484.45 17r05J.492.44

Onexpended :olance, June 30,
19?s 7 6. 3r.23 s r4n0,o507.14

&/:ncludes supplemental appropciation (Puolic :aw 94-312
Jeo t12, 1975).

3
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sCOPC ofr gX4txA4TOI:

Our exaslnaion tLclIuded (1) ce vwLaq t.dacilr 14w
re1aTinq to panents otf isljCI* and oC.c uourtina of ;n4
souse,, (2) ;*Ltngq 'LnancLaL CaansoctLon3. l t3 :(v' v:nf j-
Lecred payrolls and voucerso, and 14) suca o3Ae:r udiL:nq
procedutes as ve conside:ed approoracet.

OfPfNIT ON 0 Z1MA CnAL A

we prepared the Accopanaying financiaL scaer entn fIcon
the Finance OfCico records vtcn, Ln accordanct t-An lonq-
standina procoducs , wve o miaalned oan a caIs oasi.

in our opinion tue accomanyingq financial Jtae.sent
(COa. I Wrouqa S), Wuicch wer prepared ofn a ~iaau cnOaitrnt
vita thai of ts. prceding year and in Accordman. vic:a tn
*cco@uing vractic described soovoe present faica' tao ac-
countaoLilty of tAO Cleto of tue IouWe toe 4apr9raocatid nd
oter funds at ;mu 30, t774. mnd tnh staws of &ndi:v4uu*
appcopcLacttonA ad ot.M tfunds at n. 4ld*s.

we are endinq eCopy of chtli isoort 4 'r o :ne Chanc-
an. CosLtZe asn Koul ao n:niaBln.

oiner L e yourle s

44
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SCHEDULE 3

THE FINANCE OFFICE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

STATEMENT OF AUTHORIZATIONS AND DISBURSEMENT

SPECIAL AND SELECT COMMITTEES, 94TH CONGRESS

JANUARY 3, 1975 THROUGH JUNE 30, 1976

Authorizations
First Second

Parent committee session session

Aging $ 600,000.00 S 580,000.
Agriculture 788,000.00 797,561.
Armed Services 836,275.00 718,000.
Banking, Currency, and Housing 1,797,000.00 2,079,113.
District of Columbia 375,411.34 407,800.
Education and Labor 1,898,000.00 2,320,000.
Government Operations 1,540,000.00 1,589,000.
House Administration 4,380,000.00 7,286,000.
Intelligence 750,000.00 -
Interior and Insular Affairs 913,985.00 946,297.
International Relations 965,000.00 1,051,169.
Interstate and Foreign Commerce 2,859,000.00 3,197,000.
Judiciary 1,831,090.37 1,276,767.
Merchant Marine and Fisheries 477,500.00 353,000.
Missing in Action - 350,000.
Outer Continental Shelf 150,000.00 150,000.
Post Office and Civil Service 741,000.00 698,000.
Public Works and Transportation 2,209,424.00 2,209,424.
Rules 30,000.00 37,750.
Science and Technology 554,000.00 742,738.
Small Business 541,500.00 515,425.
Standards of Official Conduct 35,000.00 185,000.
Veterans' Affairs 460,000.00 354,762.
Ways and Means 1,500,000.00 2,115,000.
Funerals 5,235.04 9,452.

Total S26,237,420.75 $29,969,260.



SCHEDULE i

Disbucsements Unexpended
January 3 - Fiscal year balance

11 June 30, 1975 198;6 Total June 30, 1976

)00.00 s 49,564.91 $ 412,837.90 $ 462,402.81 S 717,597.19
i61.35 122,235.07 517,910.02 640,205.09 945,356.26
:75.00 47,145.12 157,619.07 204,764.19 1,349,510.81
L13.06 505,442.99 1,714,510.05 2,219,953.04 1,656,159.96
!11.34 73,187.11 376,144.21 449,331.32 333,880.02
100.00 609,042.54 1,492,894.39 2,101,936.93 2,116,063.07
J00.00 452,651.12 1,221,152.86 1,673,803.98 1,455,196.02
b00.00 1,383,979.92 4,744,393.49 6,128,373.41 5,537,626.59
!00.00 25,744.45 418,692.01 444,436.46 305,563.54
:82.00 234,226.59 579,332.40 q13,558.99 1,046,723.01
69.24 244,444.57 663,138.89 907,583.46 -1,108,585.78

o00.o0 ''566,095.03 2,118,092.26 2,684,187.29 3,371,812.71
i57.69 380,977.87 1,107,603.06 1,488,580.93 1,619,276.76
.00.00 97,740.75 212,293.92 310,034.67 520,465.33
iC0.00 - 97,987.44 97,987.44 252,012.56
)Ou.00 4,515.95 262,668.15 267,184.10 32,815.90
!00.00 197,826.29 487,650.70 685,476.99 753,523.01
A48.00 623,389.06 1,466,992.58 2,090,381.64 2,328,466.36
'50.00 1,387.21 7,307.96 8,695.17 59,054.83
38.00 163,406.31 497,489.32 660,895.63 635,842.37

'25.00 154,303.88 391,535.16 545,839.04 511,085.96
'00.00 900.71 96,037.67 96,938.38 123,061.62
62.72 38,695.85 155,256.04 193,951.89 620,810.83
00.00 196,013.42 1,058,132.87 1,256,146.29 2,358,853.71
87.63 5,235.04 9,452.59 14,687.63 -

80.97 $6,180,211.76 $20,267,125.01 $26,447,336.77 $29,759,344.23
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SC3EDULE 5 - - SCHEDULE 5

THE FINANCE OFFICE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SCHEDULE O? 4ISCELL.NEOUS tTEMS

CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE HOUSE

FIScAL YEAR 1976 APPROPR:ATIONS

fiscal year ended
June 30, 1976

FUNDS AVAILABLE:
Appropriations a/S24,719,200.00
Transferrcd to Government contrLou-

tions -1,260,000.00

Total 23,1459,200.00

FUNDS OISBURSED:
Supplies and materials 1,189,704.14
Equipment 3,249,933.65
Equipment maintenance 96,514.93
7ratueties 93,413.75
Salaries (S. Res.) 1,366,176.33
Constituent com=untca:ions expenses 1,398,239.32
Interparliamentary receptions 4,497.97
Rental of district office space 4,098,097.09.
Oftici.al expenses of 4emoeta outside

of the District of Columbia 682,729.69
District office telephone expenses 1,322,443.62
Nember2' transportat:on expenses 1,814,862.82
Employees' transportation expenses 542,840.97
Compcter and related services 699,181.56
Net overage in Souse Finance Office
disbursing fund -22.00

Total 17,058,692.84

Unexponded balance, June 30, 1976 S 6,400,S07 16

a/Sl5,265,600 appropriated under Public Law 94-59, July 25,
1975, and $9,453,600 appropriated under Public Law 94-157,
December 18, 1975.
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